CAROL GRANT APPRECIATES THE OPPORTUNITIES THAT
COME WITH A RESIDENCY IN DENMARK

This past September | spent four weeks as a resident artist at the
Guldagergaard International Ceramics Research Centre in Skaelskor,
Denmark. The residency concept creates an opportunity for ceramists to
enter a community atmosphere and work in a rejuvenating setting among
like-minded professional artists. The concept of getting out of your comfort
zone by physically spending time in another atmosphere has long been
proven to be a successful way to promote creativity. Artists from the world
over bring new and exciting viewpoints that challenge one to thoroughly
evaluate one’s ideas, philosophies, and goals. Through much discussion,
analysis, and criticism, | now have a greater appreciation of more diverse
ideas of artistic expression

Last July | was awarded a National and International Residency Grant
from the Ontario Arts Council (Canadal. In 2009 | had spent one month at
the Medalta International Artists in Residence Programme in Medicine Hat,
Alberta. At Guldagergaard | and eight other ceramists resided in the large
manor house in an old apple orchard. Everyone took turns cooking the
evening meal, often representative of his or her native culture. After dinner
we usually went back to the studio and worked late into the evening. Although
we had our own studio spaces where we worked independently, there were
two much-appreciated technicians and office staff on hand to provide support
and technical advice

Since nature and the environment have a profound influence on my life
and work, | was thrilled to have access to a bicycle. Quite often after lunch |
would venture into the countryside for a ride. Cycling through the lush green
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farmland was inspirational. Denmark is a very bike-friendly country with
numerous bike lanes and narrow roads. Many of the houses are painted
beautiful oranges, reds, and yellows

In Copenhagen | visited the Museum of Danish Design. This was
particularly motivating since the rich history of Danish design was one of
the primary reasons | originally chose to visit Denmark. Danes are well
known for their sleek minimalism; both the historical and contemporary
viewpoints greatly added to my perspective. | also had the opportunity to
visit the National Museum of Art and was pleasantly surprised to discover
that the main exhibition featured Bob Dylan’s Brazil Series

I don't want the residency experience to sound like a vacation. We worked
long hours, seven days a week. It is very easy to get frustrated in such @
situation because you feel under continuous pressure to perform and invent
something new and wonderful. That is not easy to do on cue. After three
frustrating days | reverted to the work | knew in order to get comfortable in
the new setting. After that, it was much easier to move on. One of my goals
was to focus on a new body of work using the traditional coil technique rather
than the wheel. | am very excited about this move to sculptural ceramics,
which involves a more abstract approach, and | already see my growth as
an artist being reflected in my new pieces. Through this concentrated period
I also learned more about my personal working preferences. If is important
that the artist enjoys the process in order to become fully engaged. | was
surprised to learn that | prefer a certain amount of repetition, which can lead
you into an almost meditative state. The anficipation of how things will change
after you put on just one more coil keeps you fully in-the-moment and excited
about the process

At Guldagergaard | also had the opportunity to attend a workshop given






